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Applicants
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require a reference letter, please note that you 
will have to be attending Mass here regularly 
for at least 6 months and if possible 
participating in a Parish ministry before such a 
recommendation will be given.
(http://bit.ly/PracticingCath). Teachers who are 
finishing teachers’ college will need a pastoral 
letter from their own parish priest where they 
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December 14, 2025 – Second Sunday of Advent – Year A     

Keep your love for your Parish alive. Please remember St. Gregory’s Parish in your Will. 

Prayer For Third Sunday of Advent 

Heavenly Father, This third week of Advent, 
let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ 
birth brings us great joy this Christmas season. 
Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in 

our lives, in our world, or the people that we are with. It doesn’t 
depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No 
earthly thing can ever give us complete joy. Our joy comes from 
you. That joy that flooded the hearts of the shepherds, the angels, 
the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is the joy 
that still has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing.  
 

Legion of Mary 

You are invited to attend the next Legion of Mary 
Presidium on Wednesday, December 17th, at 7:00 
PM, here at St. Gregory the Great, in the sacristy of the 
Church.  The Legion of Mary is an association of Catholic 
Laity that serves the Church voluntarily with spiritual and 
social welfare as its priority. 
 

We wish to extend a warm welcome to 

all visitors who attend Mass with us at 

St. Gregory’s.  We are happy to have you 

with us and invite you to introduce 

yourself to Fr. Marijan Sisko at the end 

of Mass and ask for a registration form. 

Each member of our parish is an important part of our Catholic 

Family, sharing in gifts of faith from the Lord which are 

strengthened and deepened by our Communion in Jesus. If you 

are already a registered parishioner we would like to thank you 

for all your support.  If you wish to use Offertory envelopes, 

please call the office and a box will be assigned to you. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults – RCIA: 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) provides 
instruction and spiritual formation to anyone 16 years of age and 
older who is not baptized, or baptized in another Christian 
community, who would like to become a member of the 
Catholic Church. Catholic adults who have not yet celebrated 
their First Eucharist or the Sacrament of Confirmation may also 
take part. Classes are every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. 
 

Offertory Envelopes for 2026 

If you use BOXED ENVELOPES, your boxed set for 2026, are 
at the back of the church to be picked up. They are in 
alphabetical order. We ask that you PLEASE take yours home 
today as we have limited space and begin using them only 
after January 1, 2026. Thank you.   If you are new to the 
Parish and would like to have a box issued to you, please call 
the office during the week and a box will be assigned to you and 
placed at the back of the church the following weekend. The 
work of our Parish is made possible through the giving hearts of 
our Parishioners. The Parish operates its programs and 
maintains its buildings (Church, Hall and Rectory) only through 
the regular donations of you, the Parishioners, to pay for 
expenses and capital costs.  We thank you for your support! 
 

We Bury Our Deceased  

Please be aware of the need to give a proper Catholic funeral to 
our deceased. Catholics are not permitted to keep the ashes of 
the dead at home, to divide them, or scatter them. If you have 
the ashes of your family members, please get in touch with Fr. 
Marijan so that we may organize a burial and allow our departed 
to rest in the peace of Christ. https://bit.ly/burialashes  
 

One of the Sanctuary Lamps for December burns in 
memory of Joe Pezzarello, requested by his Wife 
Kathleen. The other Sanctuary Lamp burns in 
memory of all Souls in Purgatory, requested by a 
Parishioner. 

There is love at Christmas because 

Christmas was born of love.  Let us, each 

one, keep alive this spirit of love and 

glorify God. 
 

 

 

SUN.   December 14th  Third Sunday of  Advent
 
 

8:00 a.m.  ~For the People  

9:30 am + Shirley Lefleur, req. her Family 

12:00 Noon – Mass at Holy Cross    

TUES. December 16th - Multiple Intention Mass 

12:10 pm Mass at St. Gregory’s 

+ Giuseppe Barbieri, req. The Barbieri Family 

+ Paul and Thomas Loder req. their Family 

~ Special Intetions, req. A Parishioner 

+ All Souls, req. a Parishioner 

+ Ivan Sabljic, req. Mary Bruno 

+ Judy Carroll, req. Lesia Wojanarowycz 

+Stephen Toutant, his Wife Heather 

WED. December 17th        

8:30 am Mass at Holy Cross Parish 

THUR. December 18th      

8:30 am Mass at Holy Cross Parish 

FRI. December 19th  - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Multiple Intention Mass 

5:45 – 6:45 p.m.  

Confessions & Adoration At St. Gregory’s 

7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Gregory’s 

~ Intentions of Cecilia Quach, req. Sister Maria 

~ Blessings for Kevin & Emily, req. Sister Maria 

+ All Souls, req. a parishioner 

+ Paul and Thomas Loder & Special Intention 

SAT. December 20th   

3:30 p.m.- 4:15 p.m. Holy Cross Confessions  

4:30 p.m. Mass at Holy Cross 

SUN. December 21st  Fourth  Sunday of  Advent
 
 

8:00 a.m. + Maria & Mario Cassano, req. Their 

daughter  Theresa 

9:30 am For the People 

12:00 Noon – Mass at Holy Cross 

https://bit.ly/burialashes


December 14, 2025 – Second Sunday of Advent – Year A     

Keep your love for your Parish alive. Please remember St. Gregory’s Parish in your Will. 

St. Gregory’s Youth Corner 

St. Gregory and 
Holy Cross 
Program for our youth in 

grades 6-8.  Our next night will be held on Wednesday, 
January 14th, 2026, from 6:15 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in St. 
Gregory’s Hall. It will run every other Wednesday. Download 
registration form  https://linktr.ee/ymstghc or scan QR code. 
For more information or to register, please contact our youth 
minister, Kim Carson, at: ymstghc@archtoronto.org  

 

Did you know? 
One of the most financially sound ways to support the 
Archdiocese of Toronto is the gift of securities (stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds). When you donate securities to a registered 
charity, you pay no capital gains tax and receive a tax receipt for 
the full amount of the gift. It means a great tax break for you 
and an increased support of various archdiocesan charities such 
as your Parish, ShareLife, St. Augustine’s Seminary and others. 
For further information, contact the Development Office at 
development@archtoronto.org. 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
First Communion: Congratulations to all the children who 
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  The next session will 
be on February 22nd, 2026, at 10:45 in our Parish Hall. 
 
Confirmation: The first session for Confirmation will be 
January 11th, 2026, at 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall at Holy 
Cross.  
 

Advent Confessions 
In preparation for Christmas, and especially for the worthy 
reception of the Eucharist, two priests will hear confessions: 

December 17 – St. Gregory the Great Parish 
 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

December 18 – Holy Cross Parish 
 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

The Holy Catholic Church wants us to have confession 
minimally once a year. Thus, in Catechism of the Catholic 

Church number 2042, we read, “The second precept [of the 
Church] (You shall confess your sins at least once a year.") 
ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the reception of the 
sacrament of reconciliation, which continues Baptism's work of 
conversion and forgiveness”. Refusing to confess at least once a 
year, we prevent ourselves from receiving the Eucharist. 
    

Next weekend, there will be a second collection for our 
Building Fund. 

 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our defence 
against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May God rebuke 
him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly 
hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the 
evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 
Amen.  
 

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve – December 24, 2025:  
4:30pm -  Holy Cross 
7:00pm -  St. Gregory the Great 
Christmas Day – December 25, 2025:  
8:00am -  St. Gregory the Great 
9:30am -  St. Gregory the Great 
12noon -  Holy Cross 
New Year’s Eve – December 31, 2025: 
4:30pm -  Holy Cross 
10:30 p.m., (Adoration 11:30 p.m. – 12:15 a.m.) - St. Gregory’s  
New Year’s Day: January 1, 2026: 
8:00am - St. Gregory the Great 
9:30am - St. Gregory the Great 
12:00noon -  Holy Cross 

 

Your contribution to ShareLife will be matched ! 
Right now, there’s a mother wondering how she’ll feed her 
child, a senior hoping someone will remember them, a family 
praying for a way forward. Your support for ShareLife and the 
Food Security Grants is not only a source of hope but a tangible 
lifeline, ensuring that food finds its way to the tables of those 
who need it most. Your Christmas gift will go twice as far, 
providing twice the hope, twice the comfort, and twice the love 
to those who are counting on your support. If you donate online 
by December 31, you will receive a 2025 tax receipt.  Please 
donate through their websitewww.sharelife.org/donate 
or by giving at our parish using a ShareLife envelope. Thank 
you for living the Gospel! 
 

Vocation Seeds 
Could God be calling you to be a priest or religious and 
announce the Good News to His People as John the Baptist did? 
If God is calling you, contact   If God is calling you, contact Fr. 
Matt McCarthy, Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto, 
1-416-968-0997. Email vocations@archtoronto.org  
Website www.vocationstoronto.ca 
 

Booking A Mass 
If you wish to have a Mass said for the intentions of the living 
or for the deceased, you can do so during the week or on Sunday 
morning Masses. Only one Sunday Mass will be for the people 
of our Parish (pro populo), and we will rotate that Mass each 
weekend. You may book for the Masses for the next six months 
in advance. 

 

We welcome to our Parish the recently 
baptized Cyril Chikezie, Sarina Cabrera, 

and Anthony Brooks.  May the Lord bless 
them and their families, and bring the graces of their Baptism alive 
every day. 
 

Cardinal Leo’s message regarding Bill C-9: 
“I encourage you to read the CCCB Permanent Council’s letter in 
full and to stay informed about the discussions surrounding Bill C-9. 
I also ask that you join me in praying that our elected officials will 
work collaboratively with religious communities and legal experts to 
ensure that efforts to curb hatred do not unintentionally [or 
intentionally] undermine the constitutional freedoms that allow 
people of all faiths to flourish in our country.” (https://bit.ly/BillC9)  
 

https://linktr.ee/ymstghc
mailto:ymstghc@archtoronto.org
mailto:development@archtoronto.org
http://www.sharelife.org/donate
mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
http://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12-04-Letter-to-PM-Religious-Freedom-EN.pdf
https://bit.ly/BillC9
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